Of the total population of the State only 33 persons per thousand are
literate, that is to say, a vast majority of these 33 persons have just a
smattering knowledge of the written language. The proportion of males and
females, separately, stood at 57 and 8. According to communities, there
were only 47 male and 4 female literates out of every thousand Hindus; 308
males and 186 females among Christians; 140 males and 35 females among
Mohamedans. The amount of literacy in English was very small and still
is. English is extremely meagre, the population being less than four persons
per thousand* Although these figures present a very gloomy picture, it
should be remembered that the State is alive to the rapid furtherance of
education and on the steady execution of a very liberal policy spends
several lakhs of rupees annually. Moreover, Mir Sir Osman Ali Khan
Bahadur, the present Nizam, has made primary education free throughout
the entire Dominions*

RURAL LIFE.

The average population of a village is about 532. Garhis, or walled
villages, are found all over the State, testifying fo the necessity that existed,
up to the beginning of the nineteenth century, of affording security against
the depredations of marauders and the constant fear of civil wars in those
troublous times. The houses are usually built of mud with thatched roofs.

The staple food of the poorer classes consists chiefly of cakes of jawar
and bajra, though in the Telingana district rice is also used to a large extent.
Along with the cakes are eaten curries made of vegetables and pulses, onions,
oil and ghi, seasoned with tamarinds or chillies, or both. Musalmans and
Hindus (excepting Brahmins, Komtis, etc.,) alike eat goafs flesh. The
Musalmans in the country tracts, out of respect for the feelings and prejudices
of their Hindu neighbours, do not indulge in beef; but the Musalman
inhabitants of towns and large cities have no such scruples. The MALAS,
including DHERS and CHAMARS, MAHARS and MANGES, eat also
flesh of cattle died of a natural death.

The ordinary form of dress for a villager is a DHOTI or waist-cloth, a
short jacket or coat of cotton, a turban of red or white colour in the Maratha
districts and always white in Telingana, and a KAMMAL, or blanket, which
he almost always carries. The women wear a SARI, which is a piece of
cloth 5 or 6 yards long and 4 feet broad, one end being fastened round the
waist, wrapped round, and then carried over the head and shoulders covering
the rest of the body.